
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

PROCLAMATION NUMBER 108 JBE 2020 

STATE OF EMERGENCY - TROPICAL STORM LAURA AND TROPICAL 

DEPRESSION 14 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster Act, 
La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., confers upon the Governor of the State of Louisiana 
emergency powers to deal with emergencies and disasters, including those caused 
by fire, flood, earthquake or other natural or manmade causes, in order to ensure 
that preparations of this State will be adequate to deal with such emergencies or 
disasters and to preserve the lives and property of the people of the State of 
Louisiana; 

WHEREAS, when the Governor determines that a disaster or emergency has occurred, or the 
threat thereof is imminent, La. R.S. 29:724(8)(1) empowers him to declare a state 
of emergency by executive order or proclamation, or both; 

WHEREAS, the National Weather Service has indicated that Tropical Storm Laura and 
Tropical Depression 14 are expected to move toward the northern Gulf of Mexico 
over the next few days; 

WHEREAS, Tropical Depression 14 is anticipated to be upgraded to Tropical Storm Marco 
over the next 12 hours; 

WHEREAS, both storms have the potential to strengthen into hurricanes once they reach the 
Gulf of Mexico; 

WHEREAS, due to the possibility of two tropical systems making landfall in such close 
proximity to each other, there is a significant risk for storm surge, high winds, 
and flooding from rainfall in all southern parishes; 

WHEREAS, many parishes across the state will need to take protective measures to help 
mitigate flooding and wind damage in response to this imminent threat, as well 
as prepare additional evacuation and sheltering measures required during the 
COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, five parishes have declared states of emergency, the state anticipates that many 
more parishes will declare states of emergency, and assistance may be needed to 
assist parishes in their response to this developing threat. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue 
of the authority vested by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Louisiana, do hereby order 
and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: Pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and 
Disaster Act, La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., a state of emergency is hereby declared to 
exist statewide in the State of Louisiana as a result of the imminent threat of 
emergency conditions that threaten the lives and property of the citizens of the 
State. 




