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Mysterious LaPS Rule 
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Course Objectives 
 What exactly is the LaPS Rule

 What does LaPS stand for

 What does the LaPS Rule apply to

 Who does the LaPS Rule apply to

 When was the LaPS Rule established

 Why was the LaPS Rule established

 How do you comply with the LaPS Rule

 How do I find the Statewide Contracts that the LaPS
Rule applies to
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What does LaPS stand for

LOUISIANA PRICE SCHEDULES
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What is the LaPS Rule 
 Applies to contracts which were established as a Brand 

Name Contract; LaMAS Contract; or in accordance with a 
Multi-State Cooperative Type Contract

 Applies to all users of one of these contracts

 Applies to purchases from those contracts which exceeds 
$25,000

 Requires that an informal Request for Response (RFR) 
process be used to make a best value determination

 Requires that the RFR be submitted to at least three LaPS
contract holders, whenever available, offering functionally 
equivalent products and/or services that will meet the 
agency’s need
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History of the LaPS Rule

• Promulgated in 2007 – LAC 34:I.1709

• Memorandum OSP 08-02 issued in 2007

• Repromulgated in 2014 – LAC 34:V.1709

• Amended in 2018 – LAC 34:V.1709
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2007 LaPS Rule - LAC 34:I.1709
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2014 LaPS Rule - LAC 34.V.1709
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Current LaPS Rule - LAC 34:V.1709
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Brand Name Contracts 

 Allow only the specified brand to be bid

 May exist for like items for multiple brands

 Usually developed because item(s) cannot be 
competitively bid and meet the need of the agencies

 Item(s) cannot be objectively evaluated using a 
competitive specification

 Expertise is not available to develop a competitive 
specification
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List of Brand Name 
Commodities

 Agricultural Equipment

 Computers & Peripherals

 Digital Court Reporting 
Equipment

 Industrial Equipment

 Institutional Furniture

 Janitorial Chemicals

 Lawn Equipment

 License Plate Sheeting

 Mailing Equipment

 Mobile Radios

 Networking Equipment

 Outboard Motors

 Photo ID Equipment & Supplies

 Portable Radios

 Surveillance Equipment

 Water Treatment Chemicals
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LaMAS Contracts

 Louisiana Multiple Award Schedule

 LAC 34.V.2706

 Based on prices no higher than GSA (General Service 
Administration)

 Commodity has to be opened by OSP

 Requires the participation of a Louisiana licensed 
dealer or distributor

 Requires agreement to Louisiana terms and conditions

12



List of LaMAS Commodities

 Access & Security Systems

 Automotive Shop Equipment & 
Supplies

 Breast Pumps

 Carpet

 Digital Court Reporting 
Equipment & Software

 Fire Trucks

 Fixed Seating

 Floor Maintenance Machines

 Hand Tools

 Light Bars and Sirens

 Machinery and Hardware, 
Industrial

 Medical Devices

 Office Furniture

 Specialty Vehicles for Homeland 
Defense
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Multi-State Cooperative Type 
Contracts

 NASPO ValuePoint

 Omnia Partners (previously U.S. Communities & 
National IPA

 Sourcewell (previously National Joint Powers Alliance 
(NJPA)

 Requires negotiation of Participating Addendum with 
Louisiana terms and conditions
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Multi-State Cooperative Commodities
 Automatic External Defibrillator 

& Accessories

 Cloud Solutions

 Computer Equip. & Peripherals

 Copiers

 Data Communications

 Electronic Monitoring

 Facilities MRO

 Fleet GPS

 Flooring Materials

 Laboratory Equip.

 Office Furniture

 Phone & Video-Based Language & 
Interpretation Services

 Playground Equip.

 Professional Grade Tools

 Public Safety Vehicle Access & 
LED Light Bars

 Public Safety Video Systems

 Security & Fire Protection 
Services

 Small Package Delivery Services

 Software Value Added Reseller

 Tires, Tubes & Services

 Uniforms & Uniform Rental

 Vehicle Lifts

 Wireless Communication

15



How To Determine if the 
Contract is a LaPS Contract

1. Was established as a Brand Name Contract; LaMAS
Contract; or Multi-State Cooperative Type Contract

a) Brand Name or LaMAS may be in the Contract 
Description

b) Supplier text may reference Brand Name; LaMAS; or 
the cooperative name

2. LAPS Contract Indicator is set at “Yes” on e-Cat
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How To Determine if the 
Contract is a LaPS Contract

3. A list is maintained on OSP’s website -
https://www.doa.la.gov/osp/contracts/LaPScontract
s.pdf
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OSP  Website – Agency Center
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LaGov Users

 Soft stop error message
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Request for Response (RFR)
 Informal Process

 May include, if applicable, the following:

a. A performance-based statement of work that includes such things 
as:

i. The work to be performed

ii. Location of work

iii. Period of performance

iv. Deliverable schedule

v. Applicable performance standards

vi. Acceptance criteria

vii. Any special requirements (e.g. security clearances, special 
knowledge, etc.

viii. The products required using a generic description of products 
and functions whenever possible
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Request for Response (RFR)

b. If necessary or applicable, a request for submittal of a 
project plan for performing the task and information on 
the contractor’s experience and/or past performance 
performing similar tasks

25



Request for Response (RFR)

c. A best value determination is one that considers, in 
addition to underlying contract pricing, such factors as:

i. Probable life of the item selected

ii. Environmental and energy efficiency considerations

iii. Technical qualifications

iv. Delivery terms

v. Warranty

vi. Maintenance availability

vii. Administrative costs

viii. Compatibility of an item with the user’s environment; and

ix. User’s familiarity with the item or service 
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Request for Response (RFR)
d. A request for submittal of a firm-fixed total price for labor and/or 

products which are no higher than prices in the LaPS contract.

2. Submit the RFR to at least 3 LaPS contractor holders

3. Evaluate responses and select the contractor to receive the 
order.

a. The order shall be placed with the contractor that represents the 
best value that meets the agency’s needs.  Agency should give 
preference to small-entrepreneurships or small and emerging 
businesses when two or more contractors can provide the services 
and/or products at the same firm-fixed price

b. The ordering agency shall document in their procurement file the 
evaluation of the responses that formed the basis for the selection

c. Purchases shall not be artificially divided to avoid the 
requirements
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Recap
 APPLIES TO ALL BRAND NAME CONTRACTS; LaMAS

CONTRACTS; MULTI-STATE COOPERATIVE CONTRACTS

 APPLIES TO ALL USERS OF THESE CONTRACTS

 APPLIES TO ALL PURCHASES THAT EXCEED A TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF $25,000, WHEN UTILIZING ONE OF THESE TYPES 
OF CONTRACTS

28



29



QUESTIONS?
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Phone Number:  225-342-8010

Emails (preferred):

Purchasing:  DOA-OSPhelpdesk@la.gov

OSP HELP DESK &

CUSTOMER SERVICE SYSTEM
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